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Docket No. OP-303t24/aM2-007S 

AMENDMENTS TO THE Ct AIMS 

Thift listing of claims will replace oil prior versions aiid listings of claims in the 
q)plieation. 

1. (ciirrendy amended) A self locking apparatus conkprisi^ 
a housing; 

a load initiatiiig element located within the housing; 

a spring located adjacent to the load initiating demeiit, and configured to expand 
in cpnopession against the housin g in resnonae to a cQmpres^ve load: and 

a comnression member slideablv disposed within the|housing and configured to 
oompreas the soring fimn a side opposite the load mtifttiOB Element; 

wherein the load initiating element smine, and comT^ression mmh^ are slid^te 
within the houflinp fa a first axial direction and in a second of>Posite axis! dWCtioti m 
response to an axial load on the load initiatitLe element, and ^ockable witbm the houging . 
in the second axial direction in response to an axial lo ad on t^e compression member in 
the second axial direction, 

wherein th e load initiating e lement and opring qr o oli A e abl e within the houshie 
until the opting is load e d into a oolf looking mod e . 

2. (original) The self locking apparatus of claim 1^ x^herein the housing is an 
outer tube. 

3. (currently amended) The self locking c^aratus o^ claim 2» wherein ^ 
compression member comprises an inner tube [[is]] altdeabl^ positionad within the outer 
tub e end io oonfigurod to bo able to pro^idij q pninprfln'^i'^^ ^^f*^"" rn n ing rvnm n mda 
opposit e of the load initiatit^g ol e«egfe. 
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4. (curreatly amended) The self locking apparatus oficlaim 3 Anther comprising: 
a pin rigidly attached to the inner tube and slideably Attached to the spring; jod 

a piston slideably attached to the pin via the load initiating element: mA 

wherein the load initiating element is resistive to movement relative to a 
longitudinal axis of the housing: and 

wherein the pisto n, load initiating element, and Pin aile ie configured to peei^ 
slide the load initiating element, spring and inner tube withiti the outer tube in the first 
and second axial directions in response to an axial load on thje pi ston sufficient to 
ovBicQme the resistance to movement without loading the sp^g into a selflocking mode. 

5-6. (canceled) 

7. (original) The self locking apparatus of claim 1, wherein the spring is a wave 
spring. 

5. (original) The selflocking apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the spring is a conic 

spring. 

9. (original) The self locking apparatus of claim 8, Wherein the conic spring is 
outwaidly biased. 

10» (original) The selflocking apparatus of claim 1, Wherein the spring 
comprises: 

an initiator spring; and 

a plurality of additiotxal springs. 

11. (original) The selflocking apparatus of claim 10; wherein the plurality of 
additional springs comprise: 

at least one intermediate load conic spring; and 
at least one primary load conic spring. 
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12. (origmal) The self locldiig apparatus of claim 3, ivheidn the inner tube is in 
operable communication with a motor vehicle bumper, and out^ tube is in operable 
communication with a motor vehicle body. 

13-22. (canceled) 

23. (now) The self locking apparatus of Claim 1, wherein: 

the load initiating element is resistive to movement relative to a longitudinal axis 
of fte housing; 

the load initiating element, spring, and compression xhonber are slideable within 
the housing in a first axial direction and in a second oppositd axial direction in response 
to an axial load on the load initiating element sufficient to overcome the resistance to 
movement; 

the load initiating element^ spring, and compression member are slideable within 
the housing in the first axial direction in response to an axial; load on the compression 
member hi the first axial direction 8u£Bcient to overcome thb resistance to mov^ent; and 

the load initiatixig el^ent, spring, and compression ibember are lockable within 
the housing in the second axial direction in response to an a^tial load on the compression 
member in the second axial direction sufficient to compress the spring agahiat the 
housing, prior to the axial load overcoming the resistance to (movement, with a locking 
foicc greater than the axial load, thereby defining a self locking mode. 

24, (new) A self locking apparatus comprising: 
a housing; 

a load initiating element located withm the housing md having a resistance to 
movement relative to a longitudinal axis of ttie housing; 

a compression member slideably disposed within the; housing relative to the 
longitudinal axis; 

a spring disposed between the load initiatmg element and the compression 
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member, and configured to txpmd in compression agaixLSt flie housing in response to a 
compressive load; 

wherein (he load initiating element, spring, and compiression member are axially 
slideable within the housing in response to an axial load on the load initiating element 
sufficient to overcome the resistance to movement; 

wherdn the load initiating element, spring, and compression member are 
slideable within the housing in the first axial diiection and lojckable within the housing in 
tiie second axial direction in response to an axial load on fheicompression member in &6 
first and second axial directions, xc^ectively. 

25* (new) The self locking apparatus of Claim 24, wherein the compression 
member is in operable communication ^th a motor vehicle bumper, and the housing is in 
operable communication with a motor vehicle body. 
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